NEW BEGINNINGS

BONFIELD - GRAND
PRAIRIE PARISH

“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you
can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people
you can, as long as ever you can.” -- John Wesley
The first month of 2021 proved to be a continuation of most of 2020. Things happening
that many of us thought we would never see happen, most notably what happened inside
one of the most revered buildings in this country, the US Capitol. Another example of the
divide that sadly is happening in the United State of America currently. Psalm 37:37 is
something I read on the day of the attack: “Consider the blameless, observe the upright; a future awaits those
who seek peace.” There are other Scriptures that can be found in the Bible that can help in trying to unify this
country, Google or other search engines can help with this.
February also brings to us the beginning of the Lent season and yes, this year will be different for this as well.
On February 17th , Ash Wednesday, I invite anyone to come inside the north doors at Evan between 1-6 pm
for self-imposition of ashes. As of this writing there will be no service covering County West that evening as
has been done in previous years. I will have a station set up with sealed containers of ashes and something to
read as you do this. I will also be in the office during that time making sure there are enough ashes for those
who need them.
As for the remainder of the Lent season this year, at the time I write this we have nothing in place for
Wednesday evening services as is typically done. This, as we come to say often these days, is always subject
to change and any changes will be communicated. We are also preparing for Holy Week services and
hopefully by the first of April these will happen. More information to come in the March newsletter.
It was a few short weeks ago we remembered the birth of the baby, the long-awaited Messiah, in a simple
stable and we will start the journey through the days leading up to the arrest, conviction, crucifixion and
resurrection of Jesus in the middle of this month. If ever there was a time when we need Jesus, this upcoming
Lent season is it. May we go on this journey together and may Jesus help to unify
the United States of America once again.
Inside this issue:
God Bless, Pastor Keith
*Pastor Keith will be on vacation from Friday,
January 29 to Sunday, February 7, for emergencies
during his vacation please contact Rev. Scott
Henley at 815-933-4408.*

Indoor church services will start on
Sunday, February 7th, 2021.
Please contact Pastor Keith at 309-8300875 for any information needed.
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Bonfield Evangelical United
Methodist Church is looking for
someone to clean the church. For more
information please contact
Chad Hertz at (815)260-8343.
Our Parish secretary will be out on
maternity leave for 6-12 weeks starting
around the beginning to middle April. We
are looking for a person or persons to help
with Parish duties during her leave. Please
contact Pastor Keith at 309-830-0875 for
more information.
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Offerings can be
mailed to: PO Box 66
Bonfield, IL 60913
and they will be given
to the church designated on the envelope or
offerings can be dropped off at the Parish office
during business hours. We appreciate your gifts
and tithes during this unprecedented time.

Dorothy & Reuben Riegel
9823 W 1000 N Rd.
Bonfield, IL 60913

February Memory Verse
The Lord Is Peace. ~ Judges 6:24
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Always Choose Love
God wants us to choose to love him freely,
even when that choice involves pain, because we are
committed to him, not to our own good feelings and
rewards. He wants us to cleave to him, as Job did,
even when we have every reason to deny him hotly.
That, I believe, is the central message of Job.
Satan had taunted God with the accusation
that humans are not truly free. Was Job being
faithful simply because God had allowed him a
prosperous life? Job’s fiery trials proved the answer
beyond doubt. Job clung to God’s justice when he
was the best example in history of God’s apparent
injustice. He did not seek the Giver because of his
gifts; when all
gifts were
removed, he
still sought the
Giver.
--PhilipYancey,
Where Is God
When It Hurts?
Why We Lament
In 2020, the coronavirus pandemic struck
America during the middle of Lent, a season
associated with deprivation. Some people made
light of the shutdowns, joking, “I didn’t mean to
give up this much for Lent!” Others asked why the
suffering was occurring in the first place.
Professor N.T. Wright, in an essay for Time,
explains that asking “why?” but receiving no
answer is key to biblical lamenting. Adding to the
mystery, he says, is that God also laments —
grieving at the wickedness of humans, despairing
over Israel’s unfaithfulness. Jesus cries at a friend’s
tomb; the Holy Spirit groans in anguish.
“Part of the Christian vocation,” Wright
concludes, is not being able to explain why but
lamenting instead. “As the Spirit laments within
us,” he says, “so we become, even in our selfisolation, small shrines where the presence and
healing love of God can dwell. And out of that there
can emerge new possibilities … new hope.”
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The Power of Love
By comparing love to everything
from oxygen and fire to wind and
war, songs and poetry emphasize its
immense power — for good or for
ill. Christian author Patrick Morley
uses metaphors that focus on love’s
practicality in everyday life: “Love
is the glue that holds us together
and the oil that keeps us from
rubbing each other the wrong way.” He also calls
love “the WD-40 of relationships” because it “can
seep into tight places where logic, threats and
even promises just can’t seem to penetrate.”
St. Augustine, who predated WD-40 by centuries,
knew that love not only eases friction in personal
interactions but, with God’s help, can change
hearts and lives. “Love all [people], even your
enemies,” he advises. “Love them, not because
they are your brothers, but that they may become
your brothers. Thus you will ever burn with
fraternal love, both for him who is already your
brother and for your enemy, that he may by loving
become your brother.”

An Interlocking Community
Christ distributes courage through community; he
dissipates doubts through fellowship. He never
deposits all knowledge in one person but
distributes pieces of the jigsaw puzzle to many.
When you interlock your understanding with
mine, and we share our discoveries, when we mix,
mingle, confess and pray, Christ speaks.
—Max Lucado, Fearless

Bonfield Grand Prairie Parish UMC

Page 4

Pastor Keith invites you to join
in praying for the following
names and causes.
From Our Church Bulletin

Chuck Blankenship, Pat Bland, Candy and Keith
Bauer, Janet Boyer’s son Keith Bauer, Harley Buente,
Marian Buente, Owen Buente, Carl & Kurt Boesen,
Shirley Brunner, Carol Buente, Ron Cordes,
Benny Cruse, Virginia Dittus, Bart Durbin,
Pearl Evans, Bob Grob, Anna Hertz, Bill Hertz,
Marjorie Kersch, Kevin Kirchner, Peggy Lane, The
Logsdons, Mike & Theresa Mau, Allen Messer,
Dorene O'Connor, Betty Osenga, Chuck & Kathy
Quick and Kurt Quick, Dorothy & Reuben Riegel,
Kevin & Rob Reiniche, Danette & Tim Sparenburg,
Jackie Wagner, Jodi, Richard & Ronald Wildman and
continuing prayers for those in nursing homes,
assisted living, or the home bound.
Compassion International Kids
Melany Samantha………………..…...........Aguilera
Sonaton Soren……………………..……Bangladesh
Saray Morales………………..………..….Columbia
Janny Boya....................................................Ecuador
Witney Juarez………………..…………..Guatemala
Janny Boya....................................................Ecuador
Do you or your family sponsor a compassion
international kid? If so, please contact the office if you
are still sponsoring a kid, 815-802-9805 or
bonfieldgp@gmail.com.

Valentine’s Card Shower for
College Students,
Home Bound and Assisted Living
You know what a wonderful
difference receiving just one card can
make. Imagine what a “card
shower”—piles of greeting cards
filling someone’s mailbox—could do. In these uncertain
times, many of us are feeling unsettled, adjusting to new
behaviors and redefining “togetherness.” Sometimes
that means connecting online. Sometimes that means
phone calls and texts. And sometimes that means
finding creative, meaningful ways to show someone
how much they mean…like a card shower.
Below are addresses of individuals that would love a
Valentine’s Day card.
Heritage Village
Vi Morse
901 North Entrance
Kankakee, IL 60901
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Mary Krieg
Heritage Lodge
Room 116
Kankakee, IL 60901

Riverside Senior Living
Jackie Wagner
85 E. Burns Rd.
Bourbonnais, IL 60914
Harvest View
Roscella Piper
100 Harvest View Lane
Herscher, IL 60941
Marjorie Kersch
100 Harvest View Lane
Herscher, IL 60941
Manteno Veterans
Bob Grob
Unit #1 West 133-1
1 Veterans Dr.
Manteno, IL 60950

December 2020 Attendance

February 2021

At Home
Pearl Evans
4482 N 8000 W Rd.
Bonfield, IL 60913
At College
Becca Coffman
801 W. Ohio St.
Urbana, IL 61801
Kylie Lockwood
114 Maple East Hall
Marquette, MI 49855

Randy Riegel
100 Harvest View Lane
Room 172
Herscher, IL 60941

Arden Courts
Mel Brinkman
2388 Bricher Rd.
Geneva, IL 60134

Dorothy & Reuben Riegel
9823 W 1000 N Rd.
Bonfield, IL 60913
Brianna Dayton
1231 W Hovey Ave
Apt. 46
Normal, IL 61761
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United Methodist Women of the Parish
Purpose of the United Methodist Women -The organized unit of United
Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know
God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission
through participation in global ministries of the church.

First Church UMW First UMW meets the third Thursday at 7PM at the church (not in Jan/Feb/Aug)
*All events are subject to change*
Celebrating Love
For 80 years, a couple in Ecuador was an exceptional example of marital love. Julio Cesar Mora Tapia,
110, and Waldramina Maclovia Quinteros Reyes, 104, were wed on February 7, 1941. Until Julio’s death last
October, they were reportedly the world’s oldest married couple. Their large family includes nine great-greatgrandchildren!
Good News Network recounts: “Julio Cesar fell in love with Waldramina’s beauty, her conversation, and
her big heart.” Meanwhile, she found in him “a poet with a young spirit.” The couple says the formula for a
lasting marriage is “love + maturity + mutual respect,” as well as patience, compassion and hard work.
That calls to mind Paul’s words, often read at weddings: “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or
boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice
at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth” (1 Corinthians 13:4-6, ESV).
The Soul of Christianity
A Christ-centered life does not mean a life in which one sings hymns, reads Scripture and edifies his
neighbors by hanging texts on the walls. One does not become a Christian by doing a good deed a day, nor by go
-getting for religion, nor by engaging in economic and political reform movements, even though these things are
done from the noblest of human motives. A Christian is one who, believing that Christ is the Son of God, has
that Christ-life in his soul.
—Fulton Sheen

Love Bites!
Retailers eager to capture some of the $20 billion that Americans spend
every year for Valentine’s Day gifts are moving beyond candy and flowers.
For an outside-the-box edible present for that special someone, now you can
purchase a bouquet of bacon roses, pickles or even Olive Garden
breadsticks. If money is tight, you can visit Waffle House or White Castle
on February 14, the one night they take reservations.
Last year, a most unusual Valentine’s Day promotion had no takers.
A reptile park in Mosca, Colorado, offered a two-for-one deal on gator-wrestling classes, but no one
“snapped” up the opportunity. Maybe another heart-shaped box of chocolates isn’t such a bad idea after
all!
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A Daily Prayer
Whatever happens today, dear Lord, help
us remember that you are present. If we find
ourselves in the shadows of disappointment or
rejection or pain, let us see your comforting light.
If we’re in the radiant light of success or
acceptance or wholeness, may we acknowledge
your providence and grace. Wherever we are,
grant us the assurance of your nearness. Amen.

February 2021

The Parable of the Lost Ring
Only three years after Paula and Joe Walter
married, her wedding ring was lost as she played
catch with their son. Naturally, she was
heartbroken. Over the years, whenever family and
friends gathered in the back yard, she urged
everyone to look for the ring — but to no avail.
Because the yard borders on woods, Paula feared
the ring had flown into the trees, never to be seen
again.
But just before the couple’s 40th anniversary,
landscapers hired to do work in the yard brought
her a surprise: They’d found the ring — right
where Paula had been playing with her child so
long ago! Like the woman in Jesus’ parable who
finally found her lost coin (Luke 15:8-10), Paula
rejoiced. God too searches until every person who
has strayed or been flung away from the faith is
found.
Sometimes the place we rediscover faith is
right where we’ve looked before. What makes the
difference? A different person helping us search?
Light shining in a different way? We may never
know. We simply rejoice — and so does God.
—Heidi Mann

+Christian Symbol+
The Fountain
A fountain, or well, symbolizes
Jesus, our living water. Jesus told the
Samaritan woman at the well that
everyone who drinks the water he
gives will never thirst again. It “will
become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life,” Jesus said
(see John 4:14, NRSV).

If we meet and you forget me you have lost
nothing. But if you meet Jesus Christ and
forget Him, you have lost everything!
— Author Unknown
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February 1 Mark Osenga, Nicole Swaite,
Elizabeth Buente Shannon, Randy Riegel
February 2 Brianna Dayton, Robyn Howard,
Leslie Diefenbach, Lindsay VanVoorst
February 3 Haley Ireland, Caitlyn Diefenbach
February 4 Rev. Andrew Noxon, Lauren Meyer
February 5 Lara Evans
February 6 Alice (Bradley) Lambert
February 7 Brian Heath, Todd Hertz,
Drew Emmerson Wenzelman,
Alyssa (VanVoorst-Miller) Durbin
February 8 Jonathan Wood, Gina (Bolatto) Phillips,
David Hansen, Marcia (Meyer) Svenkson,
Ronda (Foltz) Davis,
Alex Charles Higginbothan
February 9 Dennis Duchene,
Esther (Walter) Marcotte, Dennis Schwark,
Lucas Wood
February 10 Tyler St. Germaine, Brad Williamson,
Catherine Schwark, Raleigh Turro
February 12 Donna Voigt, Jeffrey Hertz,
Kaleena Vaughn
February 13 Ronald Cordes, Linda (Rieke) Willibey,
Christopher Sikes, Carolyn Brinkman,
Dayle Seitz
February 14 Brandon Bauer, Joy Fecke-Ruckman,
Pam (Bennett) Wood, Chelsea Kingsland,
Charles Brinkman
February 15 Albert Brunner, Bruce Wilson
February 16 Sarah Rice
February 17 Logan Meyer, Joseph Sikes,
Michaela Sikes, Diane Boyer,
Ruth (Buente) Wheeler, Carolyn Schwark
February 18 Lauren Berghouse, Richard Wildman
February 19 Heidi Nottke Williams,
Jennine (Tooper) Wulff, Brandon Brinkman,
Andrew Osenga
February 20 Samuel Wilson, Matthew Wilson,
Mark Schwark, Cheyenne Overacker,
Oliver Miller
February 21 Noah Sackett, Allen Orwig

February 2021

February 23 Bartlett (Bart) Durbin,
Debby (Mau) Bitner, Josh Wenzelman,
Alan Krieg
February 24 Elliott Svenkson,
Sandi (Grumish) Schultz, Amber Riegel,
Trent Wilking
February 25 Milton Brunner,
Karen (Rice) Adams, Kay Ellen Meyer,
Connor Overacker
February 26 Rachel Heath,
Diane (Prater) Kuipers, Adam Riegel,
Anita (Jensen) Wendling
February 27 Rebecca Coffman
February 28 Keith Bauer, Jill (Berghouse) Grant
Please notify the church office of any names and birthdays
which need to be added, removed or corrected. Office number
1-815-802- 9805.

Youth Group meets every
second Sunday of the
month at Evan at 6:30pm.
If you do not feel
comfortable coming in
person there is so an option
to attend through Zoom. Contact Ryan at
coffmanry@gmail.com for more info.
GAMES – SNACKS – FUN
A TIME TO TALK ABOUT GOD IN AN
OPEN, HONEST, AND REAL WAY!
Our Community Youth Group is open to all
youth in 6th through 12th grade and all
denominations. Our Youth Leader is Ryan
Coffman (coffmanry@gmail.com). Ryan is a
member of Grand Prairie UMC.

Answers for Quiz & Puzzle on page 2
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28

21

- Journey Prayer
Group at Evan at
10AM

11

4

THURSDAY

17
18
- Ash Wednesday DIY - Print Newsletter
ritual at 1PM-6PM at
Evan - See back for
more info

15

14 - Transfiguration
Sunday
- Youth Group at
Evan at 6:30PM
- Happy Valentine’s
Day

16
- Newsletter Article
Deadline 9AM

9
10
- Evan NOW Meeting
At 6:00PM at Evan
- Parish NOW
Meeting at 6:30PM at
Evan

8
- Journey Prayer
Group at Evan at
10AM

3

WEDNESDAY

7
- Holy Communion
- In person services
at all 3 churches

TUESDAY

2

MONDAY

*ALL EVENTS ARE 1
SUBJECT TO
CHANGE TO
FOLLOW
REGULATIONS*

SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 2021
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Bishop's Challenge for 2021
Bishop Frank J. Beard is challenging the IGRC to be intentional in the New Year by memorizing
scripture. In his column, published in the December 2020 issue of The Current, Bishop Beard mentioned
this challenge and several had responded wanting to know what scriptures he had in mind.
"Psalm 119 makes a strong case regarding our need to know God’s word. It helps in our growth
and spiritual development. We learn more about God," Bishop Beard said. "The word of God influences
us and helps us in making difficult decisions. The word of God strengthens our faith and helps keep us
from sin. God’s word provides light for our life journey." The following is the listing of Scripture verses.
The list is by no means an exhaustive one.
REFRIGERATOR VERSES for 2021
1. John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
2. Romans 3:23 – “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
3. Romans 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”
4. 1 John 1:9 - “if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness.”
5. John 14:6 – “Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.”
6. Revelation 3:20 – “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.”
7. 2 Corinthians 5:17 - “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone,
the new is here!”
8. Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”
9. Ephesians 2:8-9 – “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.
10. Matthew 6:33 - “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
to you as well.”
11. Hebrews 4:12 - "For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart."
12. Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved.”

Bonfield Grand Prairie Parish UMC
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Bishop's Challenge for 2021
ADDITIONAL VERSES:
1. John 1:12 – “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God—”
2. Romans 5:8 – “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.”
3. I Peter 2:2-3 – “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your
salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.”
4. I Peter 5:8 – “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour.”
5. Matthew 22:37-39 – “Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
6. Proverbs 3:5-6 – “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
7. 6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
8. Jeremiah 29:11 – “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
9. Romans 8:28 – “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose.”
10. Philippians 4:19 – “And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in
Christ Jesus”
11. Galatians 5:22-23 - “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness,23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”
12. Romans 8:38-39 – “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
13. Philippians 4:6-7 – “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Additional Special Scriptures to Memorize: ■ Psalm 23 ■ The Lord’s Prayer ■ The Apostle’s Creed
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Join us for Sunday services
online on our Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/
bonfieldgpparish,
or our Parish website,
www.bonfieldgrandprairie.org.
Reflection:
“Love is our true destiny. We do not find the
meaning of life by ourselves alone; we find it with
another.”
—Thomas Merton
***
“I would permit no man, no matter what his color
might be, to narrow and degrade my soul by
making me hate him.”
—Booker T. Washington
***
“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?”
—Corrie ten Boom
***
“Today is the tomorrow you worried about
yesterday.”
—Dale Carnegie

If you would like to see the newsletter in color
then check out our website at
www.bonfieldgrandprairie.org and click on the
newsletter tab at the top. If you would like to
receive this newsletter by email, please send an
email to bonfieldgp@gmail.com.
Facebook www.facebook.com/
bonfieldgpparish
Website - www.
bonfieldgrandprairie.org

February 2021

We are a Parish of
3 United Methodist churches:
Bonfield Evangelical (Evan) UMC,
Bonfield First (First) UMC &
Grand Prairie UMC. Our minister is
Keith Blankenship. It is our goal to
share God's love with the world through our words
and actions! We welcome you to visit us for Sunday
service that works best for you and/or your family
at the times listed.

Time For
Church
Bonfield First
At 172 Church Street Bonfield, IL
8:00 am Sunday Worship Services
9:15 am Sunday School
Bonfield Evangelical
At 348 Smith St. Bonfield, IL
9:15 am Sunday Worship Service
10:30 am Sunday School
Grand Prairie
At 12408 W Rt.17 Bonfield, IL
10:30 am Sunday Worship Services
9:15 am Sunday School

Pastor Keith Blankenship’s Information
Email: imredeemed59@gmail.com
Cell: (309) 830-0875
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 11AM - 3PM
& evenings upon request
Mailing Address: 225 Country Lane
Bonfield, IL 60913
Parish Office Information
Hope Raymond, Secretary
348 E. Smith St., PO Box 66 Bonfield, IL 60913
Phone: (815) 802-9805, please leave message
Email: bonfieldgp@gmail.com
Website: www.bonfieldgrandprairie.org
Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9AM - 1:30 PM

Bonfield / Grand Prairie Parish
prayerful Box 66
Bonfield, IL 60913

Non Profit Organization
US Postage
PAID
Bonfield, IL
Permit #2

Return Service Requested

Bonfield Box Holder
Bonfield, IL 60913

Bonfield Grand Prairie Parish
Ash Wednesday DIY Ritual
Wednesday, February 17
At Bonfield Evangelical UMC
North Entrance Foyer
At 1:00pm to 6:00pm
There will be individual prepackaged containers of
ashes and instructions to perform the Ash Wednesday
ritual in the foyer. The ritual will be self-serve with
social distancing observed and no contact with
Pastor Keith. Please come when is convenient between
the hours listed above, contact Pastor Keith for any

questions at 309-830-0875.

